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AR AT FE A Paul J. D’Ambrosio (#—{E#) 5 Hans-Rudolf Kantor, Hans-Georg

Moeller & 1E#E S )18 3¢ “Incongruent Names: A Theme in the History of Chinese Philosophy”
(Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy, Volume 17, Issue 3, March 2018, pp. 305-330),

53K 2018 DAO ANNUAL “BEST ESSAY” AWARD (DAO 2018 “E e HEi8 3032

WA AT

In Pre-Qin Chinese philosophy, there is a mainstream view that names (ming 44) ought to be
congruent by corresponding correctly to actualities (shi ) or forms (xing J£), which is also one
of the fundamental themes of modern philosophy in the west. In their co-authored essay,
“Incongruent Names: A Theme in the History of Chinese Philosophy,” both a historical survey and
a philosophical reflection, Paul D’ Ambrosio, Hans-Rudolf Kantor, and Hans-Georg Moeller have
accomplished the difficult job of detecting a long competing discourse on incongruent names that
spans centuries and involves different voices, including the classical Daoist text Zhuangzi -1,
neo-Daoism or Xuanxue % %%, and Chinese Buddhism represented by Sengzhao f4%&. The
identification of this trans-textual resonance adds a level of historical understanding to the reading
of philosophical texts. By focusing on this theme, the article brings to light both continuities and
discontinuities as the discourse transformed over time. It represents the type of work Dao aims to

promote.
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Yangming’s Conception of Liangzhi”“Subjective Condition of Truth: On Zhuangzi’s Proposition
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The project “Profilicity” held by Dr.f#%# aims to explore recent changes in the way we
view ourselves, others, and the world, that is newly emerging paradigms of “identity.” He will
argue that a new profile-based identity, or “profilicity,” has already eclipsed sincerity,
individualism, and authenticity as a dominant mode of identity construction. The social and
philosophical forces responsible for this development are social acceleration and an increasing
awareness of the paradoxes of individualism and authenticity. Today’s technologies, including
most prominently the Internet, fit in seamlessly with acceleration and provide alternatives to
impossible existential and ethical demands of individualism and authenticity. What we now find is
a growing reliance on online and offline profiles—inherently coupled with an orientation towards
“second-order observation” and a “general peer”—which we in turn internalize and use to
understand ourselves, others, and the world. This project thus introduces profilicity as an evolving

LTS

mode of identity assemblage, one that is related to “liquid life,” “moments of identity,” and
“situational identity.” In fact it can be viewed as tying these concepts together, along with the
historical accounts of sincerity, individualism, and authenticity, to address identity assembly

today.Now the author has completed several articles, and is now finishing a book on this project.
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From Authenticity to Profilicity:
A Critical Response to Roberto Simanowski and Others

(Paul J.D’Ambrosio and Hans-Georg Moeller, New German Critique, 2019. 46.2: 1-25)

New German Critique (2019. 46.2: 1-25) Tk | %1 (5—{E#) 5 Hans-Georg Moeller
{81 1E 118 3 “From Authenticity to Profilicity: A Critical Response to Roberto Simanowski

and Others”.
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Three key concepts summarize Simanowski’s standpoint: instant selves, episodic selves, and
the Facebook eye. These three notions provide valuable insights into the way the digital
revolutiion affects human life. However, they are each narrow in taking into account only certain
direct and more readily apparent effects of the internet and its associated technologies. In this
article we offer avenues for expanding these insights. First, we believe that Simanowski’s three
concepts all reflect an authenticity-based value system. Second, the notion of the Facebook eye
suggests that concern with public appreciation in the form of “likes” is a product of the social
media. In our view, present-day identify formation, both on and off internet, can no longer be
adequately understood with reference to authenticity. For this reason, we propose a new term to

describe an emerging profile-based form of achieving identity, namely, “profilicity”.
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