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This project aims to explore recent changes in the way we view ourselves, others, and the
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world, that is newly emerging paradigms of “identity.” The project will argue that a new
profile-based identity, or “profilicity,” has already eclipsed sincerity, individualism, and
authenticity as a dominant mode of identity construction. The social and philosophical forces
responsible for this development are social acceleration and an increasing awareness of the
paradoxes of individualism and authenticity. Today’s technologies, including most prominently the
Internet, fit in seamlessly with acceleration and provide alternatives to impossible existential and
ethical demands of individualism and authenticity. What we now find is a growing reliance on
online and offline profiles—inherently coupled with an orientation towards “second-order
observation” and a “general peer”—which we in turn internalize and use to understand ourselves,
others, and the world. This project thus introduces profilicity as an evolving mode of identity
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assemblage, one that is related to “liquid life,” “moments of identity,” and “situational identity.” In
fact it can be viewed as tying these concepts together, along with the historical accounts of
sincerity, individualism, and authenticity, to address identity assembly today. This project team has

completed several articles, and is now finishing a book on this project.
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The Good Life Today: A Collaborative Engagement between Daoism and Hartmut Rosa

[f&221%, Dao: Journal of Comparative Philosophy (A&HCI), 2020, 19(1)]
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Hartmut Rosa’s research has been extremely influential in promoting the view that modernity
and late modernity are characterized by “speeding up,” or structural “dynamic stabilization.” More
recently, Rosa has turned to describing the existential effects of living in late modernity, and the
particular view of the good life it encourages. Late modernity began with the promise to make the
world more available, attainable, and accessible. Unfortunately, however, the high-level
instrumentalization that characterizes these changes led to feelings of alienation. Rosa’s solution is
to develop a philosophical method for fostering what he calls “resonance.” In this article, I will
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introduce the Daoist notions of the “mechanical heart-mind,” “self-so,” “nonaction,” “knowing
satisfaction,” and “rambling” as potential complements to Rosa’s concept of resonance. | argue
that they can serve to bolster Rosa’s view and provide a more active way to conceive of the good

life through engagement with our social and natural environments.
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