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3:DQJ )X]KLYV ORUDO 3V\FKRORJ\ DQG 3KHINRHRIWF Bakovdd ® $QW KU F
University of Central Arkansas ACThe intention of this presentation is to disclose the cognitive dimension
of Confucian thought as it is exemplified by the moral psychology and philosophical anthropology of
Wang Fuzhi ()_y , also known by his penname, Wang Chuanshan ) 8 E, 1619 " 1692).Wang
Fuzhi y s biography is an account of an orthodox, hermetic,neo-Confucian scholar during the Ming-Qing
transition period of imperial China ( & y#U i ). His written work is conveyed through the vehicle of
traditional Chinese commentarial philosophy; that is, much of Wang ¥ s work is presented as critical and
creative commentary on classical and neo-Confucian texts. Contemporary scholarChen Lai L 9 calls

attention to the significance of the Confucian influence on Wang Fuzhi ¥ s thought. In addition, Wang
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Fuzhi took Zhang Zai ( 6EQ 1020 " 1077), a Northern Song progenitor of neo-Confucianism, to be his
philosophical predecessor. As Chen notes, much of Wang Fuzhi s commentarial philosophy presupposes
the usage of neo-Confucian terminology. The organization and assertion of neo-Confucianism as a
unified school of thought emerged in the early Song dynasty and continued throughout dynastic history
of Chinese civilization as a reconstruction of “orthodox” Confucian philosophy in dialectical response to
the influential “heterodox” schools of Buddhism and Daoism. Accordingly, in order to appreciate the
complexity and profundity of Wang Fuzhi’s philosophy, one must understand his work in this polemical

context.

% & :KHQ $ %'$ & ,V WKHR$QWW 'DQF\ ZLWK WKH
&RQIXFLDQLVRAR <RHQIS*EBQIYHUVLW)\ RIAOOW pf¥hR ifnfortant features of
virtue ethics is its emphasis on particularity. In virtue ethics, as stated by Rosalind Hursthouse, a
contemporary virtue ethicist, “an action is right iff it is what a virtuous agent would characteristically
(i.e. acting in character) do in the circumstances” [Hursthouse 1999: 28; emphasis added]. Here I
emphasize the last word “circumstances,” as a virtuous person does not simply apply universal moral
principles to all circumstances. Instead, as Michael Slote, another contemporary virtue ethicist, states,
when he comments on Aristotle, a virtuous person is “someone who sees or perceives what is good or
fine or right to do in any give situation” [Slote 2001:5]. Indeed, Aristotle himself also claims that virtue
is to feel relevant passions, such as fear, confidence, and anger “at the right times, with reference to the
right objects, towards the right people, with the right motive, and in the right way” [Aristotle 1963:
1106b20-22]. So a virtuous thing to do in one circumstance or situation may not be so in a different
circumstance or situation. This emphasis on particularity is radicalized in moral particularism or
anti-theory, which I regard as an extreme form of virtue ethics or at least a close ally of the latter in their
argument against their common rivals, deontology and utilitarianism, two moral theories of generalism.
In this essay, after a brief presentation of moral particularism, I shall argue that, while it reflects the
Confucian idea of love with distinction as interpreted by the neo-Confucian Cheng Brothers, Cheng Hao
/BN9 (1032-1085) and Cheng Yi /M@ (1033-1107), there is a blind spot in the former that is avoided

in the latter.
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