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A Textual Research on the Omissive Words and Expressions in “Chuang Tzu ¢ Crown
Abdication”

Based on the Form of Generation of Derivative Texts
Cheng Sudong
( Department of Chinese Language and Literature Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract; The authenticity and writing era of “Chuang Tzu ¢ Crown Abdication” and its relations with mixed texts in
“Master Lv’s Spring and Autumn Annals” has always been the focusing point in academic fields. Through the intensive
perusal to mixed texts in “Master Lv’s Spring and Autumn Annals ” we can confirm that obvious textual heterology
indeed exists in some parts of the texts which can be inferred to be quoted and extracted from other texts. And there
is a piece of text in the chapter of “The Preciousness of Life” in “Master Lv’s Spring and Autumn Annals” that is not
in accordance with the substances and writing logic of the whole chapter. It can be regarded as the common “texts out
of control” in the derivative texts in the Warring States Period and Qin and Han dynasties. According to the
comparison between this piece of text and the chapter of “Crown Abdication” in overall structures and writing styles in
various aspects we can basically confirm that its original context is exactly from “Chuang Tzu ¢ Crown Abdication ”
which means it is a lost part that was omitted before the Sui Dynasty. This omissive part can help us to rebuild the
internal structures and thoughts of “Crown Abdication” and provides a significant reference for us to recognize the “the
art of chapter” in the texts of early periods.

Keywords: Chuang Tzu; Crown Abdication; Master Lv’s Spring and Autumn Annals; derivative texts
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