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The Spirit World of Li Bai

XIE Si-wei
( Chinese Department  Qinghua University Beijing 100084)

Key Words: Li Bai; ego; freedom; desire

Abstract: Ego freedom and desire are the three themes of LiBai’ s poetry and also the three key words of understanding Li
Bai’ s spirit world. The ego in his poetry is composed of realistic ego illusion ego I and illusion ego II and through the linking
of these three ego images it combines his later idea resources. In his conflict with life’ s predicament Li Bai in various methods
expresses his free intention and his desire for free experience which becomes the resource of his poetry with moving and touch-
ing forces. The theme of desire in Li Bai’ s poetry contains the real life impulse indicating his free experience for which he has
been longing. The other political illusion and surreal illusion have an active origin because they have connection with this affective

level.
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