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Political Mentality about Constitutional Reform among Young Royal Elites

in the Ending Qing Dynasty
Sun Yanjing

Abstract: In the late Qing dynasty the constitutionalism movement had grand and ambitious design. Among those
political groups who were in favor of reforming and constitutionalism, there were many young imperial relatives who
were fond of new things. having an open mindset and radical behavior and daring to take challenges. They enrolled
competent people and even worked with revolutionary parties. They wanted the movement to be carried out as quickly
as possible,and dreamed to build a powerful country in only several years.But this is a very risky step considering the
collapsing country,anxious whole nation people and an absence of great figures. There is no doubt that at the beginning
of 20th century,though their intention and position were totally different with those progressive youth,the democratic
trend and modernity thinking have an influence on these young imperial people,but their eyesight is only limited to the
direct feeling of what a powerful modern country is. Of the same age with students abroad, they had lots of
commonality-being eager to embrace new things and new thinking, getting anxious easily in difficulty,anxiety leading to
fickleness and fickleness leading to radical actions. Their thinking, a mirror of their pursue of modernity. has broken
through the old political hedge which is arbitrary and conventional. While advocating righteousness in public they always
sneaked for their own benefit. These weakness at the core of them and their political immaturity leads to a total defeat
ultimately.

Keywords: the constitutionalism movement in the late Qing dynasty ;young imperial relatives; political psychology
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New Evidences about Writing of Five Elements Articles in Chunqiufanlu
Cheng Sudong

Abstract: In the nine articles involving Five Elements in Chungiu fanlu .except the two articles Wuxingxiangsheng and
Wuxingxiangsheng were certainly produced by Dong Zhongshu, the author of Wuxingbianshu is clear, the other six
articles were more or less related to Guanzi Sishi, Huainanzi Shizexun, Huainanzi Tianwenxun, and Dong
Zhongshu’s Xiaojingjie,Liu Xiang’s Hong fanwuxingzhuanlun.In comparison it is found out that seven articles in
Chungqiufanlu include Dong Zhongshu’s own works, sequels and even again reproductions by later generations. It
demonstrates an attempt by later confucians to integrating Dong Zhongshu’s idea about Five Elements rotation ,
thoughts of season changes in the Qin-Han times, Five Elements doctrine in Hong fan and even thinkings in Xiaojing.
It aimed at creationg a new Five Element system. Those derivational texts had various sources, had contradiction in
logics.It is a typical text grafting in traditional writings that researchers should notice.

Keywords : Chungiu fanlu ; Dong Zhongshu;Five Elements; Hong fanwuxingzhuanlun ; Liu Xiang



