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On “Oneness” in Huang-Lao School Texts

Zheng Kai

Abstract: Commonly seen in Daoist texts, and repeatedly discussed in Huang-Lao school texts, the term “oneness”
comes with intricate theoretical contexts. “Taiyi” (supreme oneness) incorporates different contents and motives,
presenting multiple aspects and levels. “Zhiyi” (holding the oneness) in Huang-Lao school is sophisticated, as it not
only contains realistic appeals of “unity under Heaven”, but also carries philosophical perspectives of “oneness as the
law of the world held to by the sage—king”; it not only reflects political requirements of “holding the oneness and not
losing it”, but also partially involves the “Baoyi” (embracing oneness) or “Tuanyi” (kneading oneness), the “guarding
stillness”, and the “making peace of body and spirit” in theories of preserving life and of heart—-mind-nature. As a
form of thought, Huang-Lao school embodies the political appeal of “unity under Heaven” since the middle
Warring—states period, which transcends the opposition between cultures and races and calls for an end to the conflicts
and an integration of different peoples. In Daoism, political thoughts and theory of heart-mind—nature dwell inside and
make use of each other; in a manner of speaking, the latter is the internal, and even deeper structure of the former.
The same goes for Confucianism.

Key words: Huang-Lao school ; oneness ; supreme oneness ; holding the oneness ; embracing oneness
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