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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

Marx$s Theory of Justice: A Possible Construction
Wang Nanshi

Marx did not systematically express a theory of justice. However when we interpret historical materialism
as accommodating determinism and activism and hence as accommodating a normative theory we can
construct a Marxist theory of justice based on conditions in socialist society anticipated by Marx. Because it is
based on the historical principle of moral norms this theory transcends Kants moral philosophy which is the
completion of modern moral philosophy. Because it tries to adjust the unequal distribution of goods based on
the principle of human beings”free development this theory is intuitively more natural than and hence superior
to Rawlss principles of justice. In addition this theory is established in modern social life making it more
reasonable and feasible than the communitarian moral philosophy which tries to return to ancient times and

therefore falls into anachronism.

On the Production-Consumption Views of Ecological Marxism
Xu Qin

Due to its critical view of modern production-consumption systems ecological Marxism occupies an
important position in contemporary ecological theory and social thought connecting the essence of the
contemporary ecological crisis to a specific mode of production. It carries out a multifaceted critical analysis of
the overall structure of contemporary production-consumption via the concept ofalienation of labor and through
this analysis proposes certain corresponding transformational projects to realize its main theoretical
achievements. Due to the lack of social realism in its basic orientation the main theoretical defect of
ecological Marxism is its subjectivism and romanticism. By exploring ecological Marxism “s production—
consumption concept and judging its basic results several positive references and indications will be obtained

with which to both theoretically and practically develop an ecological civilization with Chinese characteristics.

The Debate over the Relationship between Mind and Things and Knowing and Doing:
Taking the Perspective of shi ( Human Affairs)

Yang Guorong

The mind is based on shi ( human affairs) just as a thing is disclosed in the process of human affairs.
The meaning which is grasped by the mind is embodied in the world of meaning and this world of meaning
manifests as a humanized being which differs from the product of pure mental activity. Mind and thing are
unified on the basis of human affairs while the separation of mind and thing is the result of discussing them out
of human affairs. It is necessary for the sake of going beyond the above separation to take human affairs as
the background when we understand the relationship between mind and thing. The interaction of mind and
thing also involves the relationship between knowing and doing. The activity of the mind is connected with
knowing while the change of the original form of the thing is based on doing. Mind is linked up with thing

through human affairs and similarly knowing is connected with doing based on human affairs. Action upon
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the world through human affairs involves both the process of knowing and doing while knowing and doing

themselves attain a unification based on human affairs accordingly.

The Interpretations of “The Ways of Dao by the Self-so” from the Theories
of Laozi in Song Dynasty

Liu Gusheng

There are various interpretations of “the ways of the Dao by the Selfso” in the history of Laozi learning.
From the perspective of philosophy the commentary of Heshanggong stresses the Dao while Wang Bi
emphasizes the Self-so. However Song dynasty scholars highlight human beings. They interpret it as human
beings taking the laws of earth heaven and Dao and finally returning to nature demonstrating the highest value
and position of humanity and indicating a deep insight into the essence of Laozi s thought. From a political
perspective these interpretations reflect the prevalence of Huang-1.ao thought during the Song. Moreover the Song
Daoists have a common sense that Daoists should focus on the Dao instead of techniques and should practice

spiritual cultivation which objectively became a driving force for the establishment of Quanzhen Daoism.

The Situationist Challenge and Virtue Ethics
Chen Wei & Xu Xiangdong

While advances in cognitive science have provided a series of significant opportunities for ethical inquiry
they also bring about challenges to traditional approaches to ethics and to some ethical views. Since the 1920s
situationist experiments in social and personality psychology have been deemed to “dissolve” the concept of
character and in the last twenty years some philosophers have gone on to argue using relevant results in
cognitive science that virtue ethics is empirically inadequate when it takes character to be central to ethics.
This paper aims to show that this claim is not decisive from the perspective of either empirical research or
philosophical reflection and that the Aristotelian virtue ethics is endowed with adequate conceptual resources
to answer this kind of challenge. In addition by focusing on the case of the situationist challenge this paper
is further intended to inquire into the question of how the relationship between empirical science and

philosophical reflection is to be construed.

Axiomatized Truth and the Liar Paradox
Liu Dawei

In contrast to semantic theories of truth axiomatic theories of truth treat truth as a primitive predicate and
use certain axioms and rules to govern it. So truth is primarily a notion of syntax. The syntactic truth and
model truth should be distinguished. Axiomatic theories of truth have enough resources to represent the liar
sentence N whose truth value is either both true and false or neither true nor false. Most axiomatic theories of
truth treat the liar sentence N well using different techniques. But the systems KF and DT prove the Liar
Sentence X and “\ is not true” and at this point the syntactic truth and model truth conflict. Previous
attempts to justify this problem by philosophical explanation or technical interpretation are inadequate. On the
basis of particular semantic analysis this paper points out that the problem of KF should not be due to formal
technique or accidental conclusion and moreover the essential reason is the failure of Kripkes semantic truth
theory to handle strengthened liar paradoxes. Instead these problematic theorems reveal the properties of truth

theories wherein the inner and outer logics are not coincident.



