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Traditional Learning on Classics and History or Western One
—The Source and Inherence Problems of “Cenglei Theory”
Li Rui
Abstract: The key principle of Gu Xiegang’ s “Cenglei theory” is talking about ancient history only by
the Book of Songs, and considers that the Shang and Zhou clan are not coming from the same origin
and Yu is the oldest man. However, the doctrine of the origin is an old debate in classics studies, and
Dai Zhen had already published a similar conclusion. Comparing “ Cenglei theory” with Dai Zhen’ s
views carefully, we may understand that the former mostly followed the point of view of western
learning and fell short of the way of traditional learning, thus it may have many problems. “ Cenglei
theory” was deeply impacted by Hu Shi and had nothing to do with Wang Guowei. Its main contribu-
tion is coordinating the ancient history system from the angle of time and cast down the old ancient
history system of Three Kings and Five Emperors. Surely it should be honored from the point of view
of historiography, but both the theory and its conclusions have problems from the angle of understand
ancient history, so the Chinese scholars’ attitude to the theory should be different with Western ones.

Key words: Gu Xiegang, “Cenglei theory”, Wang Guowei, Hu Shi
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